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MR. M.W."MACK"MCROY, who has been in business in Fayetteville longer then 
any other man, was honored on his 80th birthday (Sept.30) when the Washing- 
ton County Historical Society presented him with a Scroll conferring on him 
the title of "Distinguished Citizen". The presentation was made by F.S,Root 
member of the WCHS board of directors. Miss Lorraine Williams, also a dir- 
ector of our Society, preented flowers to the honoree, 

Mr. McRoy was born in 1872 in a house that stood where Dr, E.F,Ellis now 
has his office, on College avenue. The house was later moved to Sutton 
street and is still standing. He opened his first printing shop in 1892 up- 
stairs over what is now the Woolworth Store, on the north side of the Square, 
Mr. McRoy is the senior manber of the Fayetteville Printing Company and can 
be found at his desk every day. FLASHBACK joins a host of his friends in 
congratulating him on his 80th birthday and the 60th anniversary of his 
start as a business man in Fayetteville, 

--WCHS-- 

OUR SOCIETY has received as a gift from Mr.Ed Clark, who lives just north 
of town, a copy of the Plat Book of Washington County, published in 1908. 
This 15x22 inch book contains 36 full-page maps of the county's Congress— 
ional townships, the 29 civil townships, and smaller maps of these towns: 

Cane Hill, Clyde, Cincinnati, Dutch Mills, Durham, Evansville, Elkins, 
Elm Springs, Farmington, Greersburg, Greenland, Goshen, Harris, Johnson, 


Lincoln, Morrow, Moffitt, Prairie Grove, Rhea, Salem Springs, Sulphur City, 
Summers, Springdale, Savoy, Viney Grove, West Fork, Wedington and Winslow, 
The map of Fayetteville, designated in the table of contents as a "folder", 
is missing from our copy of this old plat book. 

Anyone interested in examining this book can use it in the office of the 
secretary, Tom Feathers, at 1253 E. Center Street. 

—-WCHS-— 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS of the WCHS met Sept. 9 at the home of Mr. and Mrs, 
Tom Feathers, They decided to have three divisions in our public-school 
essay contest: senior high, junior high, and grades. Cash prizes of $10 and 
$5 will be awarded in each division, and Certificates of Award will be pre- 
sented to the winner in each of the county's schools, Miss Mary Droke will 
again supervise the contests, 

The Society voted to publish a booklet to be called "Historic Washington 
County", It will contain pictures and description of the county's historic 
spots and will go on sale about the ]st of December. 

It was decided to hold monthly meetings of the Society on the first Sun- 
day afternoon in each month, The next meeting will be an audience-partici- 
pation program on Oct. 5, These monthly meetings will be held in the base- 
ment of the Central Presbyterian Church -- St. Charles Street entrance, 

Other matters discussed were: the observance of the 90th anniversary of 
the battle of Prairie Grove on Dec.7; the possibility of placing historical 
markers at the old Mission School, the P. R. Green home, Shiloh Church in 
Springdale, the Academy grounds at Elm Springs, and others; and the issuing 
of invitations to membership in the Society. 

Present at the meeting were: Miss Grace Albright, Miss Mary Droke, Mrs, 
Lessie Stringfellow Read, Robert R. Logan, F. 5S, Root, W. J. Lemke, and the 
hosts, Mr. and Mrs, Feathers. 


Some Washington Ounty Items 


from Grant Foreman: "The Five Civilized Tribes" 


Four Indian boys from the Creek Nation were sent to Fayetteville in 
1854 to attend Arkansas College. They were Richard Carr, Eli Danley, 
Lyman Moore and David Yargee, 

——GF-- 

Three Moravian missionaries who were on their way to found mission 
stations and schools in the Indian Territory, passed through Fayette- 
ville on October 27, 1838. Their names: Miles Vogler, Herman Ruede, 
and John Renatus Schmidt, 

--GF— 

Gov. P.M. Butler, noted Indian agent, was succeeded in 1846 by James 
McKissick of Fayetteville, McKissick died suddenly January 13, 1848, 
at the Cherokee Agency near Fort Gibson, The Cherokee Advocate report- 
ed: "The remains of Jas. McKissick are to be taken to Fayetteville and 
laid beside those of Colonel Yell." (Note by WIL: Mrs.James McKissick 
is buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Fayetteville, on the lot adjoining 
the Yell lot, but if McKissick himself is buried there, his grave is 
unmarked, Probability is that his remains were interred at Waxhaws on 
South College avenue. ) 

= 

A delegation of Cherokees, feeling that they could not be happy 
under the John Ross government in the Cherokee Nation, determined to 
seek a new home on the borders of Mexico, They met at Evansville in 
Washington County, Arkansas, and left Sept. 1, 1845, on an exploration 
trip to the Mexican boundary, The party was composed of 54 men, among 
them Tessee Guess (son of Sequoyah), Charles Reece, Joseph M. Lynch, 
James and Ezekiel Starr, Dr.J.L.Thompson, Matthew Moore, John Harnage, 
Jess Mayfield and John A, Bell.  W. Quesenbury ("Bill Cush") of Fay-— 
etteville "went along out of curiesity." 


Short Shorts 


A news story in the Little Rock papers reports that the Arkansas 
Valley Historical Society has already met to plan the program for next 
spring's meeting of the state historical association at Russellville. 

=H Gg Tas 

An excellent bit of propaganda for more historical markers appeared 
in the Memphis Commercial Appeal July 27, 1952, in a‘full-page article 
by George Sisler, entitled "Memphis History-~Unmatched, Unmarked," 

The American Association for State and Local History, in which our 
Washington County Society holds a membership, will have its 1952 meet- 
ing in Houston, Texas, at the Rice Hotel, Oct. 22-25. One of the con- 
vention features will be a‘visit to San Jacinto State Park, where the 
visitors Will see the world's tallest monument, the battleship Texas, 
the regional museum of history, and the San Jacinto battleground where 
Texas won independence from Mexico, 

-0- 

Many Fayetteville citizens have not seen the recent astonishing 
development. of Harmon Playfield. Lest the beginning of Harmon Field be 
forgotten,: FLASHBACK has arranged ~to publish in an early issue the 
complete story of this civic asset. Mrs, Herman Eason has promised to 
write an article on how Harmon Field came to be and to bring us up to 
date on the high school's attractive playground, 


We Re-Discover Fayetteville's First Mill 
by W. J. Lemke 


Secretary Feathers and I recently visited the grave of John Stelle, 
who was born in Ohio in 1816; died near Fayetteville in 1877. 


In all my reading and writing and research in Washington County his- 
tory, I had never seen nor heard the name John Stelle, nor had anyone 
ever told me about the Stelle mill, surely the first in the Fayette- 
ville vicinity. John Stelle came in 1836 and erected a grist mill and 
a sawmill on the West Fork of White River, just four miles south of 
Fayetteville, on what is now the Wilson Lake road. The people who had 
their corn ground at John Stelle's mill and who later bought his flour 
and his lumber were the first families of Fayetteville, 


So far as I have read, the name of this pioneer miller appears in no 
published history; nor have I found mention of him in the old files of 
the /rkansian, Sentinel or Democrat, I can only guess that he was of a 
retiring disposition or too busy manufacturing the lumber that went 
into David Walker's house on Center street, the Female Academy, and 
the buildings of such early residents as Onesimus Evans, the Suttons, 
Leeper, Throckmorton, the Putmans and others. His old account books, 
now in the possession of his son John, are a veritable Who's Who of 
Fayetteville's early days. 


The meandering West Fork curved its way around the Stelle farm and 
formed a slough on which the pioneer built his mill in 1836, He put a 
crude dam of loose rocks across the river, so that even in time of low 
water he had water in the slough to run the mill, The slough formed a 
natural mill-race, The mill wheel and the old timbers have long since 
disappeared, The mill, which had been rebuilt in 1885, ceased opera- 
tions in 1898 -— long after John Stelle's death, Today,only the drive- 
shaft sticking out of the bank, and the mill—stones, sunk in the river 
bed, are evidence of what was one of our earliest manufacturing plants, 


Except for the account books, The oldest book covers the years 1838, 
1839 and 1840, and lists the debits and credits of 122 citizens of 
this part of the county. Written in an excellent hand, it gives the 
accounts of the following: 


Samuel Alexander William Ingram John Rieff 
Samuel Alderson William Johnson Martin Rieff 
Jesse Alderson Widow Irby Thomas Ridley 
Jeremiah Bass Caldwell Johnson Jacob Stoler (?) 
John Baltz James Kirkland Shepherd 

Harvey Barnes Julius Kirk Skelton 

Ball William Larramore Wm, O. Spencer 
Oliver Billingsley Legans(7) Ralph Skelton 
Byrnsides James Lawrence Green Sherry 
Robert Burney John Leget Jeremiah Sutton 
Bowman Leeper Adam Sharp 
James Chapman John Lewis S. Ke Stone 
William Chapman Joseph Lewis George Stout 
Collins Linley (7) Stephen Strickland 
Steve Combs John Miller Scott 

Shelby Conner Joseph Miller Miss Sawyer 

Dr, Dean Sam Mayes James Sutton 
William Barrington Luther Mayfield Seneca Sutton 


(more) 


John Ravidson 

Te Dunn 
Onesimus Evans 
William Erby 
William Farmer 
Morton Frasier 
Alfred Fine 
Forgerson 

J. Fletcher 

R. D. Graham 
John Gibson 
Gilbreath 
Wilson Hart 
John Harness (7) 
Christy Harness (7) 
John Holcomb 
Holt 

Enos Horron 
Math Hubbard 
Hawk 

James Harrington 
Hughes 


The second account book covers the 1850's 


M. C. McCartney 
Mathis 

Aaron Miner 
Maxwell 

John McGarrah 
Wilson Miller 
John Orton 
William Peerson 
John Peerson 
Oldham 

Reding Putman 
Powers 

Calvin Putman 
Dr, Pollard 
David Putman 
Richard Phelan 
Mackenzie Routh 
John Rizly 

P. V. Rhea 
Robison 

John Rutherford 
Peter VanWinkle 


Francis Smith 

A. G. Smith 

John Tingler 
John Tuttle 
Throckmorton 
William Thomas 
Henry Tollett 
Lilburn Thomas 
Alfred Wallace 
Willis Wallace 
John Webster 

John Wilson Sr. 
William Willbank 
Isaac Webb 

Tom Witherford (7?) 
Washington Wilson 
John Ward 

James Webster 
Charles Washington 
James Willcox 
David Walker 
Jacob Yoes 


and contains many addi- 


tional names, Among the business papers of John Stelle Sr., his son 
showed us several poll-—tax receipts of the 1870's, It was interesting 
to note that the word "Voted" was written in ink across the face of 
the receipt, thus making it impossible for the receipt to be used a 
second time, There were also several "Occupation Tax" receipts, issued 
by the US Internal Revenue Collector. Mr.St@lle's tax as a manufacturer- 
grist and sawmill was $10 in 1868 ( signed by E. E. Henderson, collect- 
or) and $10 in 1869 (signed by E.B.Harrison, deputy sotteeteny: 


The Stelle family graveyard is located on a beautiful little knoll 
within a hundred yards of the old mill-site, Here are buried the 
pioneer miller himself, John Stelle (1816-1877) and his wife Lucy &, 
(1835-1898). Also in the enclosure are Eli James Mullinix (1836-1873), 
and Jacob Miller Shaffer (1865-1950), 


John Stelle Jr. plans to give his old records and other relics, in- 
cluding the sash-saw and lantern from the old mill, to the Washington 
County Historical Society as soon as we acquire a place to store and 
display them, As we were leaving, I noticed a well-preserved old buggy 
in a shed. Mr, Stelle said, "That was Frank Mayes! buggy when he was 
fire chief of Fayetteville," 


Old Fayetteville Bond 


One of the original bonds issued by the Town of Fayetteville to se- 
cure the location of the state university is in the possession of Mr. 
M.W.McRoy, It was found some years ago in a pile of rubbish in Denver, 
Colorado, The note is the size of old-time currency; in fact, it looks 
like an old $5 bill. It reads: "Issued on Arkansas Industrial Univer- 
Sity bond. State of Arkansas, Five years after date the Town of Fay- 
etteville will pay five dollars to bearer with interest at rate of 8% 
per annum. May 4, 1872," 


A Confederate Soldier Writes to His Wife in Washington County 


(I have recently had the privilege of examining some family corres- 
pondence of the 1860's. It is historically valuable because of the in- 
Sight the letters give into the wartime difficulties and dangers to 
the women who were left at home on Washington County farms while their 
husbands were away, serving in the Confederate army. 


Many Washington County families refugeed to south Arkansas and Texas, 
One letter accompanied a gift of coffee sent from Lamar County, Texas, 
to the home folks here and promised hams and other meat.Another letter 
told of the loyalty of the family's Negroes, who had been taken along 
to Texas. During wartime these letters were sent by trusted messengers 
usually acquaintances or relatives, Several letters in this collection 
were delivered by "Colonel Pettigrew", who evidently made frequent 
trips between Washington County and Texas, 


Among the letters is one from John Buchanan of Farmington to his 
wife. It was written while Buchanan was serving in the Confederate 
army and stationed at Lewisville in south Arkansas. It is a love 
letter. If any apology is needed for printing a man's intimate letter 
of 90 years ago, I make such apology now. WJL) 


January 15th, ]1864,.Camp,Lee, near Lewisville 
Beloved Wife: 


I will write you a few lines and risk the chance of it getting to 
you, though the chance is very dim. I am well at present and I hope 
these few lines will find you all well at home. It has been a long 
time since I have wrote to you, I received two letters from you since 
I have been at this camp, I received the clothing you sent to me, all 
of it. I feel under many obligations to you, and I expect to reward 
you for it if we are ever permitted to live together again and I do 
hope and pray that we will. I have never felt like that I would be 
killed, I have always thought that I would get home if I would do as I 
Should, and act right. I try to do as near right as I can, 


I am sorry to hear that our country (Washington County) is treated 
as it is. I did not think that any white man could be so mean as some 
of the Feds are. I heard that the Feds killed your father and a great 
many others, I was in hopes that Mr. H would come out and not risk his 
life with the Feds, I feel very sorry to hear that father is blind, 
I hope that he will recover his sight yet. I have many troubles to 
grieve over, and trials to bear; many tears fall from my eyes when I 
think of home and loved ones that I have left behind that is near and 
dear to me, and have to bear the troubles that the Feds put on you, 


I heard that the Feds had ordered all of the southern women out of 
that country and said that if they did not leave that they would bum 
you all up and make you leave and go one way or the other. I hope you 
will never go north. I wish that you was all out of there and if I 
could help you any I would do it if I could, and if I could not get 
the chance or leave I would go anyhow. But I know that I cannot do you 
any good while the Feds are so thick around you, You say that you 
would not have me to be there for nothing dodging from the Feds, and I 
am satisfied that it would make them worse on you, for I believe that 
bushwhacking has been the main cause of all the killing and burning 


thet has been done. Some women have come out. from Washington County 
and they say that hundreds of families are on the way coming out. I 
would be glad to hear that you had got out safe and if you have not 
started I want you to come as soon as you can. I want you to live on 
Confederate soil as long as there is one mile of it. 


I am a-feared that a good many of the boys will be killed if they do 
not return to their commands. General Magruder has ordered every man 
to his command that ever belonged to any, andno man is allowed to 
cross the federal line, and he says if they do not come back that they 
will be attended to and punished severely, Many of the bushwhackers 
are deserters from the army and he says that they must return to their 
command and I hope they will, 


My sweet wife, I know that I love you as well as ever any man could 
love a woman and that is the strongest love that ever was and I would 
do as much for you as is in my power to do and I feel under many obli- 
gations to you for the many favors that you have done for me, If I 
could only get home to live with you, I think that I could help more 
now than I ever did before. I have learned to do many things since l 
have been in this army that I never knew before -—— that is, in the way 
of housekeeping, all of which would be a help to you. I have learned 
to cook, wash and to sew. I can make my own clothes and do my own 
patching. I have learned how to make clothes last. We have to patch 
and when that wears out, patch again, The clothes that you sent to me 
fits me as well as if I had been there for you to have fitted me, 


Those two apples that you sent me I kept them as long as they would 
keep. I would look at them and think of you and then I would kiss them 
and imagine that it was your sweet lips that I have kissed so often. 
The pencil that you sent me I see the print of your teeth on it where 
you have put it between your teeth and sweet red lips, It is a great 
pleasure to me to look at it, when I think that it is the last thing 
that you sent to me from your loved lips. It is as good as a word 
spoken to me from you, 


Sweet wife, you say that you would as soon be a Fed as to live away 
from me so long. I know that it is hard but, sweet wife, I cannot help 
it, If I could, God knows that I would do it but it is beyond my power 
to do anything for you under the present circumstances, I have tried 
for a furlough but could not get it. I could get one but not to cross 
the lines, If you was to come out I could get to you, to see you and 
help you, 


I wish that you was out but I hope that you will never give up to 
live with the Feds. Sweet wife, though we are separated far apart and 
strong armies between us, yet my heart is with you and for you. Separ=- 
ated as we are, yet my mind overruns them all and is playing around 
you as you sit by the old fireside where we have spent many happy 
hours and where I hope that we will spend many more, and oft when you 
are lying on your bed of rest and my little Billy by your side, my 
mind is playing around you and over you while you lie quietly asleep, 
yet your mind is in sorrow and distress. I know your feelings. I know 
that you are in trouble and if I could bear your troubles I would do 
it with pleasure and relieve you of the burdens, I would be willing 
for it to be placed upon me to bear all of your troubles, let them be 
as they would, 


Sweet wife, all that we can do is to look forward to the future and 
hope for better days. Sweet wife, I hope to see you soon and I pray 
that the blessings of God may rest upon you and take care of you. 


Yours Husband, John C, Buchanan 


Tell Mrs, M that I will write a few lines to her in_ respect to 
Arch's fellings toward religious matters, He was a mourner during the 
meeting at Camden and afterward he appeared very serious as if he had 
felt a change. He tried to do what was right and did not use bad words. 
We have went together (at the) time of that revival, to the woods in 
secret prayer together, I hope that God heard us. I don't think you 
ought to doubt but he's gone to rest. 


Sweet wife, remember me, Thou art mine and mine alone, my love is to 
thee and thee alone, and to thee alone has my love ever been made 
known. One more kiss to my little Billy and charge it to me. I have 
plenty to pay you, I have kept them all for you and would be glad to 


pay you. 
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(This group of family letters contains one letter that John Buchanan 
received from his wife. He evidently treasured it and brought it back 
home with him after the War. The last page of this 4=page letter on 
note paper is missing. WJL) 


Feb, 23, 1865, Washington County, Ark. 
Dearly Beloved Husband: 
I have started a letter out but I fear that you will not get it, so 
I will start another to you as I am anxious for you to hear from home, 
I received a letter from (you) when J came in and was more then glad 
to get it. I had been afraid that you was sick. You are all of my 
study. I love you so well that my mind is always on thee, let me be 
doing what I will, I was glad that you was‘well. I got your letter and 
was glad also that you received your clothing. I want you to tell me 
the color of your hat and whether it is good or not, I want to know, 
I would love to know how my dear was dressed in every respect, 


I love you so well that I can hardly do my work as I ought. I study 
about the times we used to have, and to think we are so far apart now 
that we cannot speak a loving word to each other. My loved husband, I 
want to see you so very bad that I cannot express my feelings to you 
in words, I want to go to see you and not only to see you but I want 
to live with you my days out on this earth and when we come to die I 
hope we will meet in heaven to part no more, 


I want you to come in if the flag of truce is sent in after families, 
My sug, I nearly go crazy because I cannot get to see you and not 
knowing whether I will ever see you any more or not. Sug, I do wish 
you would not go in those dreadful battles. I fear that you will get 
killed, I pray you will try to take care of yourself for my sake and 
your little Billie's. 


The old men and young ones too that are in this country have to go 
in the federal militia. Edward and Bill Rodgers, John Smith, Lisinbee, 
Nance, Carol and many others have joined them, They are able-bodied 
men and ought to be with the rest of the boys that left this country 
and went south, but maybe they like federal principles best. Sug, you 
say you do not want me to give up to live with the federals. I think l 
will have to live with them anyhow, whether I give up to live with 
them or not. I hate to have to live with them and give up my dear. My 
heart aches many a time because I cannot get to see your loved face.., 
and feel your sweet lips... 
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(If you are inclined to think of the War in terms of battles and 
generals, I'd suggest that you also remember the apples and the pencil 
that a young Washington County farm wife sent to her husband in the 
Confederate army, Sentiment aside -- and for the historical record -- 
later, in the spring of 1868, his wife died of "consumption", But she 
lives today -- in her letter above. WJL) 


To Re-Enact 1858 Trip of Overland Mail 


The city of Visalia, California, which is enjoying a year-long cele- 
bration of its centennial, will re-enact, on the night of October 8, 
1952, the arrival and departure of the Butterfield Stage, The Visalia 
Chamber of Commerce is inviting all towns along the Butterfield route 
from St.Louis to San Francisco to send a message to be placed ina 
mail bag which is to be carried on this stage coach and to be opened 
on the arrival of the stage in Visalia. Later, these letters will be 
placed in the permanent archives of the centennial celebration, 


Since Fayetteville was a stop on the Butterfield route, Mayor Rhea 

and Postmaster McAllister were asked to send a message tobe carried on 
the 1952 Butterfield stage, The Washington County Historical Society 
cooperated in the preparation of these letters, We have also written 
to Arthur Oliver, president of the Visalia Chamber of Commerce, con- 
gratulating Visalia on its 100th birthday and enclosing a photograph 
of thé Butterfield marker that stands in front of the Washington Coun- 
ty courthouse in Fayetteville, 


“It occurs to.us that this is an excellent promotion stunt for this. 
centennial celebration, ‘comparable to last year's retracing of the 
Trail of Tears by:.a group of Cherokees to advertise the pageant at 
Cherokee, North, Carolina, Washington County will have'a similar oppor- 
tunity to draw attention, to its history -- on December 7, 1952, the 
90th anniversary of the battle of Prairie Grove, and on April 18 ,1953, 
the 90th anniversary of the battle of Fayetteville. The state conven- 
tion of the Daughters of the American Revolution will be held here 
next February and it also should be good for some historical pageantry 
and publicity. 


First Labor Union 
What was probably Fayetteville's first labor union was . the Inter- 
national Typographical Union, which had a local here.in 1905, lHwell 
Burna was president, :; 


A Trip to Elm Springs, Thornsberry and Weddington 


by Tom Feathers 


On a Monday afternoon recently, your president and secretary took a 
historical tour of the northwest section of Washington County. Along 
the route stops were made at Elm Springs, where we visited the old 
Academy grounds, the cemetery, the mill sites, and where we drank from 
the Elm Spring for which the town is named, Westward the highway took 
us across Brush Greek three times, alongside another mill site and the 
Brush Creek school, then to the Thornsberry Campground,with its church 
and cemetery adjacent, this place being about a quarter mile east of 
Osage Creek and the site of another one-time flour mill and also a 
wool carding mill. The campground is about two miles south of the Ben- 
ton County line and the community once know as Wager, From Thorns- 
berry we drove southwest to the Weddington Cemetery and then back to 
Fayetteville -- a 5% hour trip. 


At the southern edge of Elm Springs the highway crosses Elm Springs 
Creek, To the west of the highway is the site of a roller mill which 
was built before the Civil War, The mill race was built from east of 
the highway and began at what is now Deaver Spring. During the war, 
the owner, Mr. George McKinnon, was obliged to leave the village when 
the mill was confiscated and later destroyed by the Federals. On the 
site of the old Elm Springs Academy there is now being built a new 
Methodist Church. To the east is the Elm Springs cemetery, one of the 
cleanest in the county, showing signs of consistent care, 


Among the markers is one designating the burial place of William 
Barrington, who gave the site for the Academy, The stone gives the 
dates of his birth and death as February 1, 1808, and June 9, 1863,and 
bears this inscription: 

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord 
For they rest from their labors, and their works do follow them. 


Although there are several springs inthe vicinity, the one for 
which the town is named is on the property of T.E.Steele (who has been 
at the stamp window of the Fayetteville postoffice for several years). 
This spring derived its name froma large elm tree which has long 
Since disappeared. Soon after the Civil War, Tom Steele, grandfather 
of T.E., built and operated a mill, which was located directly south 
of the spring. 


To the west, Elm Springs creek becomes Brush creek, and the valley 
shows Signs of prosperous farmers, At the western end of the valley is 
the Thornsberry Campground, An interview with Mr. and Mrs.Frank Smiley 
of Fayetteville produced the following information. 


There was very little tenting on the old Thornsberry campground. 
During the peak years of this religious institution there were approx- 
imately 30 log cabins on the grounds which housed the worshippers, The 
meeting shed was near the center of the cabins. and was built without 
sides but with a roof help up by oak poles. It was 40x60 feet in size, 
and had hand-made seats that extended several feet outside the roof. 


Revival meetings were held in the fall after the crops had been 
"laid by" and as a rule lasted from three to four weeks, Many of the 
families attending these religious services brought along straw for 
bedding in their wagon if one of the cabins was unavailable, and food 
enough to last the full session. Cooking was done on camp fires, and 
often several families used the same fire. Water was obtained froma 
spring northwest of the campground on the farm of Mr, Joe Smiley, Mr. 
Smiley installed an hydraulic ram, one of the first in that section. 


The church here was Methodist by denomination and ministers were 
those making the Elm Springs circuit, They included at one time the 
Rev. William Sherman and his brother Jeff. Services at Thornsberry 
were those in which the congregation took part in shouting their Amens 
and Hallelujahs, The Christian spirit was with the people. On many a 
week-end there were between 300 and 400 vehicles parked at the camp 
site, and on Sunday as meny as a thousand people were in the congrega= 
tion. Baptismal services were held each Sunday afternoon during the 
meetings. These were held in Osage creek, about 400 yards to the west. 
Here was a wide place in the creek that furnished an ideal setting. 
The baptizing would start early Sunday afternoon and would continue 
until dusk, leaving the campers just enough time to make the Sunday 
evening service, which often lasted till midnight. 


The cornerstone of the preSent campground church bears the date, 
May 4, 1894. One of the persons witnessing the laying of this corner- 
stone stated that a Bible and other objects were put in the stone, 


North of the Thornsberry campground, about a quarter mile, S.W, Hax- 
ton owned and operated two mills on the bank of Osage creek, One was a 
flour mill which he later transformed to producé corn meal, The other 
was a wool carding mill. There was at one time a postoffice at Thorns- 
berry, with W. Henry Holland as postmaster. The county road north from 
Thornsberry turns northeast along Osage creek, passes through the 
Stansfield, better known as Backbone, graveyard, and intersects the 
Washington=Benton County line just beyond Wager, Here, in the old days, 
were located a blacksmith shop, a roller mill and a store, all owned 
by Hensley & Stansfield, Mr. Wager was the postmaster, 


At the Weddington cemetery there is a new concrete=block arch at the 
entrance which bears this inscription: "1842-Weddington Cemetery-1942", 
There is a field-stone marker bearing the inscription: "The Reverend 
Benjamin Carnahan - March 2, 1855, 57th year of his life."On a massive 
fieldstone measuring about xh feet (which must have been hauled there 
on a "lizard" -- tree limb) is this inscription: "To the Memory of 
Mary Weddington, 1816-1849",It will” be noted that on both the entrance 
arch and on the gravestone the name "Weddington" is spelled with two 
"d's", Modern usage spells the name Wedington,. 


Publicity for Prairie Grove 


The Prairie Grove battlefield gets good publicity through a folder 
put out by Colonial Court, which is located just across the highway 
from Battlefield Park, An account of the battle appears in the 6-page 
folder. R.D.Bogart is owner of Colonial Court and Mr. and Mrs. H.D.De 
Shong are the managers, 


Thornsberry, a Famous Old Methodist Camp Ground 
by Rev. William Sherman 


Among the many places of interest in Washington County, the old 
Thornsberry Camp Ground deserves to be remembered. It is situated in 
the northwestern corner of the county, about 12 miles west of Spring- 
dale and within a half mile of the Benton County line. The land (six) 
and one-eighth acres) was deeded by Jonas Weems and his wife Bethena 
Weems to John B, Webster, Kirby Sanders, David Brickey, James A. Rob- 
inson and Daniel Spiell, trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, and their successors in office. This deed was made September 5, 
1860, and is recorded in the Recorder's Office of Washington County, 
Arkansas, on pages 178-179. 


Soon after the deed was made the people began to plan for a camp 
ground on this site, The Camp was built and named for Rev,Martin 
Thornsberry, a pioneer Methodist preacher in northwest Arkansas and 
one who had entered the land in an early day but had sold it to others. 
At the same time a plot of the ground was set aside for a cemetery and 
many pioneer citizens and a number of Confederate soldiers killed dur- 
‘ing the Civil War were buried here. 


At this time there was no church organization here. The Camp Ground 
supplied a place for meeting for our Methodist people throughout this 
region, and it was under the control of the Circuit in which it was 
located, The church was organized and the present building erected be- 
fore 1900, 


Back in those days the country was sparsely settled and churches 
were few and far between, and the Camp Meeting was brought into being 
to meet a great need. The Camp Meeting as an institution was of Pres- 
byterian origin, Soon however, the Methodist church, largely a rural 
movement, adopted it, finding that it would fill a need in their pro- 
gram, Soon Methodist campmeetings sprang up all over the country. In 
Washington County there were at least six such meeting places— at 
Salem, near Cane Hill; at Goshen Camp Ground; Macedonia, now Mayfield 
Camp Ground; Bethlehem, near Dutch Mills; Greathouse Camp Ground; and 
Thornsberry Camp Ground. Thornsberry seems to have heen the best known 
of them all, owing to its continued existence, serving the people for 
more than a half century, 


Soon after the deed was received, a Camp shed, about 40 x 60 feet, 
was built, the entire structure being made by hand of native timber 
cut from the forest near by. Postoak post barked and set for a founda- 
tion; other timbers hewed with broadaxe and fattened with wooden pins 
to make the frame; the roof boards split from huge bolts; seated with 
split logs smoothed on the top side, no backs, A pulpit at the north 
end of the shed and in front of that an altar with seats on three 
sides known as the "mourners bench". The ground was covered with straw 
and the shed lighted with kerosene lamps or tallow candles, On the 
east and west side of the shed were a series of log cabins built and 
owned by those who would come and camp annually. These cabins were of 
one room, where the owners would store their belongings and where at 
night they slept on a scaffold made across the back end of the cabin. 
Cooking and eating were done in the open out in front, 


Others would come in wagons, bringing their provisions, already 
cooked, and sleeping in their wagons or on pallets spread on the 
ground; and still others who lived near enough would drive in from day 
to day bringing their dinner, and would return at night, Huge crowds 
attended the services each day, The meetings would last usually about 
ten days. For many years they embraced the third and fourth Sundays in 
September; then they changed to the second week in August. 


The schedule for services was a strenuous one. In the morning a horn 
would be blown to awaken the sleepers, who would repair at once to the 
shed for morning prayer. After breakfast they would visit among them- 
selves, until time for the morning service at 11 o'clock, and then 
again preaching at 3 p.m. and at early candle-lighting. Before the 
evening service the men would go to a grove on the hillside southeast 
of the camp and the women to a grove west of the Camp, for a "grove 
prayer meeting". Sometimes the power would come down upon them and 
they would return to the Camp singing and shouting, and it would be 
impossible for the preacher to preach and he would call mourners and 
the altar would be filled with men and women seeking the pardon of 
their sins, ft times they would sing and pray until after midnight. 
During this time many would "come through" and with radiant faces de- 
Clare they had found the Lord and their sins were forgiven. 


Sunday was always a great day at Camp Meeting. People would come 
from miles around -- from Bentonville, Springdale, Fayetteville and 
other towns, and from the country for 15 or 20 miles around, About 4 
or 5 o'clock on Sunday morning, people living along the roads leading 
to the Camp Ground would be awakeried by the rumbling of wagon wheels 
and the pounding of horses! hoofs on their way to the Camp Meeting. It 
was the one event of the year to many people, 


Sunday services at Thornsberry began at 9 a.m. with an experience 
meeting that lasted until 11, when someone would preach; then preach- 
ing again at 3 p.m. and in the evening, The singing can never be for- 
gotten by those who heard it. They were largely campmeeting songs, as: 

"Seek Him, fathers, seek Him truly; 
Seek Him, fathers, until you find the Lord; 
Go and tell them I am coming newly born again, 
Glory! Glory! Glory! Newly born again," 
or 
"I am bound for the promised land, 
Oh, who will come and go with me? 
I am bound for the promised land, 
or 
"Old-time religion makes me love everybody, 
Makes me love everybody, and it's good enough for me," 


Those were great days. Many great preachers, both regular traveling 
preachers and local preachers, took part. Their names are in the Book 
of Life, and hundreds of men and women found the Lord and are in glory 
now, who took part in the services, 4A change in population has taken 
place and left Old Thornsberry with few members, but those who lived 
in the days of the Camp Meeting will never forget and in heaven will 
have a great reunion in the bye and bye. 


Betwixt Two, or, Our Country's Safety -- Its Fertile Fields 


This is the title of an unusual 128-page book written and published 
in January 1898 by W.L. Bush of Boonsboro (Cane Hill). The author's 
purpose is stated in the introduction as follows: 


The paramount object the author has sought in this work is 
to present the realities of an agricultural life, to show 
that the welfare of any nation rests solely upon this one 
foundation, to depict unbiasedly the danger to the public 
safety, the concentration of population in the cities in 
time of relaxation of general prosperity -- and to implore 
that when such disastrous conditions exist the surest safety 
is to get into the country and every man rest under his vine 
and under his fig tree, 


The book is an account of a lecture tour by J.W."Uncle John" Walker, 
a "Washington County farmer", and George Brown, "a young farmer and 
music teacher", to the big industrial cities of the north and east for 
the purpose of persuading the workers that they could find economic 
salvation in agricultural pursuits, They also hoped to persuade the 
lawmakers in Washington that "Our country's safety is its fertile 
fields." Their journey began in Fayetteville thus: 


By this time they were emerging into the public square of 
Fayetteville, and were at once driven to the VanWinkle Hotel 
where they partook of a wholesome dinner, 

In the afternoon they were sitting on the veranda of the 
hotel with a party of gentlemen, including ex-Gov. Fishback 
of Fort Smith, author of "A Farmer's Story", Mr. S.E. Marrs, 
editor Fayetteville Democrat, Mr.Hugh Reagan, editor Sentin- 
el, Mr.Vol Walker, a prominent lawyer, Mr,Fleming of Spring- 
dale, and others. Naturally, as would be expected from a 
gathering of these distinguished gentlemen, the topics dis- 
cussed were the leading ones of the day. 


The author, having used such well-known figures as Fishback, Reagan, 
Marrs and Vol Walker ( Fleming was the "villain" -- a "McKinley pros- 
perity advocate"), he also worked in Congressman Dinsmore and the Uni- 
versity and its faculty, to advance the agricultural propaganda-- plus 
a bit of "free silver". FLASHBACK readers will enjoy this passage: 


Uncle John and George now repaired to the depot to secure 
their tickets and to dispose of their baggage. While enroute 
just as they were getting on to Dickson Street from College 
Avenue, they met Hon. Hugh A. Dihsmore, MC. After extending 
salutations, Mr. Dinsmore said: "I have been informed that 
you are out ona lecturing tour and will likely visit Wash- 
ington, If so, I should be pleased to have you call on me." 


Passing on they came to the depot. Purchasing tickets an 
disposing of their equipments they walked out on the south 
platform of the depot and stood watching load after load of 
barrelled apples, which came from the very section wherein 
they lived, being unloaded at the station, At this instant, 
Dr. J.L. Buchanan, president of the Arkansas Industrial Uni- 
versity, came along, 


Dr.Buchanan was one of the ablest presidents the Universi- 
ty has ever had.,He was from Virginia and was previously con- 
nected with the great Methodist Institute of that State. He 
was a true gentleman in every respect. Seeing our two heroes 
and recognizing them, he came forward and took each by the 
hand, expressing in his clever way, "It gives me much pleas- 
ure to meet you, my friends," Upon inquiring where they were 
going, Uncle John replied in a few words. "Before you go", 
Said the doctor, "I would be glad to have you address the 
students in the College Chapel. If you will come now, I will 
convene them as quickly as possible." 


The University was a magnificent structure and was one of 
the best equipped institutions of learning in the West, They 
had now reached the flight of steps leading up under the 
Doric colonade to the first corridor. Reaching the floor, 
Dr. Buchanan paused for a moment, gave a few directions to 
the "Officer of the Day", and then resuming their walk by 
turning to the right, they came to the chapel. Passing in 
and down the aisle to the rostrum they ascended the short 
stairs and were soon comfortably seated. 

The chapel by this time had begun to fill rapidly with 
students. Lastly came the teachers, some of whom came for 
ward and took their seats on the rostrum, among whom were 
Prof. Dunn, Dr, Menke, Prof. McNiell and Prof. Howell. sfter 
these came several business men, press representatives, and 
citizens. 


After Uncle John had concluded his speech, George sang a song. The 
title was "Sowing the tares", The students were "moved to tears and 
Some were Speechless" says the author. Upon invitation of the presi- 
dent the visitors then went out on the front campus’ to witness the 
"dress parade" of Lieutenant Chandler's company of cadets, 


The five companies, dressed in splendid uniforms and bear- 
ing arms, preceded by the band, filed out of the armory into 
the beautiful college yard,Ten minutes later the cadets were 
formed into battalions, in lines extending eastward and west— 
ward, and the lieutenant and adjutant, having taken their 
positions on the front, the command "Sound Off" followed by 
"Open ranks", then the officers and sergeants were ordered 
to the front and center and each company was accounted for, 

Then the sergeants were ordered to their post, followed by 
the manual of arms exercise, Then at the command "Close 
ranks" everything was soon in marching order, In the mean- 
time. the band furnished excellent music. The parade began, 
each company with perfect precision, It was a most admirable 
sight. Ladies waved their handkerchiefs and men cheered, 
Uncle John grew very enthusaastic. The cadets were then 
drawn up in a hollow square, beneath the shade trees on the 
east of the University, The evening sun was filtering its 
rays over the University, falling on the gay uniforms and 
arms of the cadets, illuminating the national flag and pro- 
ducing a scene delightful to behold, 
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Leaving Fayetteville en the night train, "eur herees" - centinued 


their propaganda efforts in St.Louis, where we mect’ them in thc. office 
_—— a . a Beige P 


ff the St.Louis Globe: .. 


The porter introduced the strangers to the president, D.M. 
‘Houser of the Globe Printing Company. He inquired where they 
were from, Uncle John informed him that they were from Ark- 
ansas and that their presence in St.Louis was to“induce the 
poor and those thrown out of employment to seek the country 
as refuge from the dormant state of industries now prevalent. 
The president was well schooled in the cunning diplomacy of 
Kepublican prosperity theories, 


After accompanying the noted labor leader, Samuel Gompers, to rorest 
Park where Uncle John addressed 10,000 labor union members, the Ark- 
ansas travelers left St.Louis for Chicago, Here Mayor Harrison intro- 
duced "J. W. Walker of Arkansas" to 20,000 union members gathered in 
Lincoln Park, Uncle John gave an inspired speech, with George reading 
extracts from US Department of Agriculture publications (by courtesy 
of Congressman Dinsmore). 


In New York the heroes had their headquarters at the Astoria. Uncle 
John addressed 20,000 people in Maiiison Square Garden on the advantag- 
es of farm life and George sang "Happy Little Home in Arkansas" while 
holding "two large Shannon apples in his hand." 


In Washington the Arkansawyers called on President McKinley and then 
addressed a joint session of Congress on the free coinage of silver at 
a ratio of 16 to 1 and the advantages of rural living. Uncle John 
closed his lengthy address with this plea: 

I am going to close, I want you to form aid societies to 
get the poor out on the lands, Leave off your big enterpris- 
es and legislate for the helpless. Do that which is most 
necessary to the national safety by getting the poor of the 
towns and cities in the Fertile Fields, 


The concluding phragraph of the book reads thus: 

Ten days later Uncle John and George reached their respec- 
tive homes, having taken leave of each other at Fayetteville 
and were soon following the enjoyments of rural occupation, 
Notwithstanding this, however, they were happy to note the 
tenor of the inhabitants of the cities towards the country, 
and to humbly receive congratulations for having done a good 
deed, 


Mr, Bush's ambitious book of 54 years ago is reminiscent of the book- 
lets and novels of another free-silver propagandist of the same period, 
the late W. H. "Coin" Harvey, Harvey's best-known booklet, entitled 
"Coin's Financial School", sold over a million copies, 


An interesting sidelight on W. L. Bush's "Betwixt Two" is that the 
128-page book was printed by Mack McRoy, a member of our historical 
society, Mr.Mack recalls that he set the type by hand and printed the 
book two pages at a time! 
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Old Account Book Lists Business Firms of 1895. 


Fayetteville, Prairie Grove and Springdale history of a half century 
ago is in an interesting book owned by Allen Dowell. It is a bound and 
ruled 32h4-page blank book for keeping farm accounts. It is called "The 
Enterprising Farmer" and was evidently put out in 1895 by the New York 
Life Insurance Co., whose district agent was T.H.Akers, with offices 
over the Washington County Bank, The book originally belonged to 
William Dowell, grandfather of Alien, 


What gives the book its interest as history is the pages devoted to 
advertisements of business firms and professional men in Fayetteville, 
Prairie Grove and Springdale, Fayetteville advertisements are: 
McIlroy Banking Company. Directors: J.H. McIlroy, W.H.Whitlow, E.B. 
Harrison, H.K.Wade, C.N.Foster,. 
J L. Cravens, fire and tornado insurance, "Ten or more companies 
represented,'! 
Fayetteville Roller Mills, John P. Scott, proprietor. Capacity 140 
barrels per day. 
G. W. Carter & Co., druggists. South side of Square. Dealers in 
drugs, patent medicines, oils, paints and glass. 
J. L. Duke, jeweler, Established 1856. 
Mountain House, R. L. Lavender, proprietor, Rates $1 per day. 
Bean & Wallace, gents' and ladies! furnishings. 
H. F. Buie's second-hand store, north wide of Square. 
Southern Music House, W. C. Stone, proprietor, Agent for Ferrand & 
Votey organs and Bush & Gerst pianos, 
Hamburg Bakery. Bread, cakes and pies baked fresh every day, 
Arkansas Sentinel (founded 1875), Partridge & Reagan, editors and 
proprietors, Printed on Tuesdays at $1 per annum 
Holcomb & Anderson, abstracters and dealers in real estate. 
J. H. VanHoose, agent New York Life Insurance Company. 
Caudle, photographer. North side of Square. 
Theo, F. Jones, successor to Davidson & Jones. Real estate and loans. 
J.E.Vaughan & Son, livery and sale stable, West Mountain street, 
George Sutton, manufacturer of saddlery and harness. 
Ambrose & Butler, real estate, loand negotiated, 
J. J. Reed, jewelry and spectacles. Southwest corner Square. 
Southwestern Marble & Granite Works. Morley & Son, proprietors. 
Office and works at 700 Center street, 

Fayetteville Republican, D.C.Ambrose, publisher and proprietor. 

Quarles House, one block north from Square. Rates $1 per day. 

J. A. Mough, maker of carriages and wagons, East Center street. 

A.I.U. Shaving Palace, A.L.Gmith, proprietor. Near Depot. 

John A, Jacobson, gun and locksmith. 

Professional cards published in this old account book are those of 
Dr.S.D.Luther, dentist; H.D.Wood, M.D.; W.N.Yates, M.D.; A.G.Henderson, 
M.D.; L.W.Gregg, attorney; J.J.Curry, justice of the peace. 


An interesting advertisement that appeared in The Enterprising Farmer 
of 57 years ago is this one: 

Fayetteville District High School, Male and female, Prairie Grove, 
W.P.King, principal. Tuition $1.25 to $3 per month. Board in private 
families, $1.50 to $2 per week. Officers: Rev.V.V.Harlan, Bentonville; 
president; E.G.McCormick, Prairie Grove, secretary; W.G.Vincenheller, 
Little Rock; H.M.Welch, Boonsboro; J.J.Baggett, B.A.Carl, W.D.Rogers, 
Dr .S.E.Rogers, W.S.Pittman, J.F.Mock, all of Prairie Grove, directors, 


Flashback Begins Series on Old Cemeteries 


History, of course, is people. And next to written records, one of 
the best sources of historical information is the many graveyards, 
with their names and dates, that dot our county, 

I was reminded of this recently when a Mrs, Hollabaugh of Harrison 
wrote to our Society asking if we could give her any information about 
her great-grandparents, James and Sarah Yeager, who lived near Boons- 
boro (Cane Hill) in the 1850!s and who are buried in some cemetery in 
the western part of Washington County, We haven't found the graves of 
James and Sarah Yeager, but we did learn from our Society records that 
several Yeagers are buried in the Lincoln cemetery, 

So, FLASHBACK with this issue begins a series of articles on the old 
graveyards of Washington County, hoping that somebody may see a famil- 
iar name that will fill in the blank in a family history, We hope to 
cover all cemeteries in the county and we welcome information about 
obscure family burial grounds whose existence and location are not 
generally known. Write to the Washington County Historical Society, 
Fayetteville, and we will send someone to get the information, WJL 
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1. 
THORNSBERRY 


This cemetery is en the historic Thornsberry campground, in the ex- 
treme northwest corner of Washington County, The campground dates back 
to about 1860 but the cemetery was already being used for burials be- 
fore that. One of the early burial dates is on the Burgess monument , 
which apparently was erected as a memorial in more recent years. Poss— 
ibly it replaced earlier field-stone markers, The Burgess monument is 
inscribed with the names of Richard Burgess (1782-1861) and Elizabeth 
Burgess (1792-1848). 


An unusual grave in the Thornsberry cemetery is that of a soldier of 
the American Revolution-— John Robinson, died 1842, It has been marked 
by Marion Chapter, D.A.R. Beside him is the grave ef John B. Robinsen 
(1801-1854) —- possibly his son. 


Among the pioneers buried in the Thornsberry churchyard are: 
Archelaus Wilson (1805-1889) and his wife Sarah M. (1812-1889) 
Milton Merrison (1807-1852) and his brother, John R. (1812-1844) 
F, Morris (1809-?) and his wife Rachel (1818-1891) 

William J. Holland (1812-1900) and his wife Sarah N. (1816-1909) 

Ezra Beaver (1813-1880) 

Joseph Perdue (1828-1898) and his wife Martha (1831-1908) 

J. L. Millard (1830-1908) and his wife Susan Ann (1830-1899) 

John G. Willis (1831-1885) and his wife Melvinia (1821-1898) 

Susan McAnanly (1831-1904) 

John H. Wilson (1836-1864) 

John L. Waters (1838-1914) and Elizabeth Waters (1851-1920) 

C. T. Roark (1838-1892) 

H. M., wife of J. E. Maxfield (1838-1925) 

B. F. Abercrombie (1841-1930) and his wife Mary (1844-1906) 

James A, Webster (1841-1904) and his wife Mattie B. (1852-1905) 

William H. Smith (1843-1925) and his wife Margaret J. (1841-1912) 

J. D. Brickey (1847-1891) and his wife Mary (1859-1930) 

Noah Strickland (?-1888) and his wife Caron (?-1917) 

G. Lee Holland (1844-1919) and his wife Arabella W. (1850-1898) 

Thomas M. Holland (1848-1931) and (1) wife Nancy E. (1849-1880) and 
(2) Nannie E. (1855-1940) 

W. B. Riley (1849-1920) and his wife Mary F. (1857-1942) 

W. H. Higgs (1853-1932) and his wife Melissia (1853-1916) 

Lawrence Anderson (1853-1907) and his wife Martha (1852-1941) 

Edward A. Austin (1855-1940) and his wife Kate (1870-1906) 

William Henry Holland (1855-1941) and wife Octavia N. (1859-1934) 

John B. Robinson (1857-1939) and his wife Mary (1857-1920) 

E. A. Singleton (1857-1902) 

John J. Arthurs (1857-1936) and his wife Emma J. (1876-1937) 

Leo H. Stiner (1858-1933) and his wife Melissa (1865-1948) 

Amelia Crow (1859-1897 ) 

Sam P. Bolton (1863-1943) and his wife Nannie (1866-1896) 


Soldiers buried in Thornsberry cemetery are: 
J. KH. Maxfield, Brooks! Arkansas Cavalry, CSA. Civil War 
Edwin A. Washburn, QM Corps, World War I. (1893-1946) 


Other names found in this old graveyard are: Bell, Dickson, Gipson, 
Glenn, Langston, Neale, Nutt, Stanfield, Steele, Stockton, Willis 
and Wilson, 


Rhea's 


In the cemetery at Rhea's Mill, the most imposing monument -- a tall 
shaft topped with urn and marble drapery -— marks the grave of the 
founder of the village, William H. Rhea (1825-1884) and his wife, Eliz- 
abeth Powell Rhea (1836-1929). Beside them sleep: "Alice Jane Rhea 
(1856-1941), Samuel V. Rhea (1860-1919), Robert J. Rhea (1861-1913) and 
Fannie E. Rhea (1866-1890) 


On an adjoining lot are the parents of Elizabeth Powell Rhea — Dr. 
Samuel D. Powell (1810-1898) and his wife (Sarah A. Burns, 1811-190)/:). 
Also, Mrs.Rhea's brother, Joseph D. Powell (1839-1909) and his wife 
Margaret (1845-1923), Other Rheas in the old cemetery are: Lucy J., 
wife of M.G.Rhea (1874-1911); William B., son ef W.C. and L.J.Rhea 
(1894-1906); Gertie Mae, wife of S.V.Rhea (1896-1924). 


Although the grave of Ann Cabe Burrow bears the oldest burial date 
(1875), the cemetery was in use before the Civil War. As in most other 
country graveyards, sandstone slabs were erected over these early bur- 
ials, Unless chiseled deep, the inscription soon weathered and became 
illegible, although there are hundred—year-old sandstone markers in 
our county that can still be read. Some good examples are in the Sons 
Chapel and the Cincinnati graveyard, 


A noteworthy monument in the cemetery at Rhea's is that ofthe Pierce 
family, The modern granite memorial lists eight persons who are buried 
there, six of whom died before the Civil War. This would make it appear 
that the cemetery was in use as early as 1846, The names and dates on 
the Pierce monument are as follows: 


John Pierce - 1847 Thomas T. Pierce 1836-1861 
Margaret Pierce Cabe -1877 Henry P. Pierce 1838-1846 
Mary Pierce Kellam 1829 -1857 Samuel N. Pierce 1843-1848 
Martha M,. Pierce 1831 -1847 John F, Pierce 1847-1883 


Among the early birth dates in the Rhea's Mill cemetery are: 
Lewis Stephens (1811-1899) and his wife Jennie (1822-1902) 
Hamilton Hartley (1816-1893) and his wife M.E. (1833-1912) 
William B. Jones (1827-1898) 

M. Ann Cabe, wife of Solomon Burrow (1825-1875) 

Hiram McHenry (1836-1901) 

Samuel G. Allen (1829-1913) and his wife Mary Ann (1854-1931) 
E. R. Barnes (1837-1928) and his wife A.S. (1839-1901) 

John A. Jordon (1842-1913) 

John L. Gregory (1843-1920) and his wife Martha M. (1854-1942) 
John M, Pearson (1843-1921) and his wife Mary T. (1843-1919) 


A pioneer family that is well represented in the graveyard at Rhea's 
is the Wassum family. Here are some of them: 
W. J. Wassum (1818-1890) 
Margarett E. Wassum (1830-1918) 
John K. Wassum (1848-1927) and his wife Annie L. (1858-1931) 
William E, Wassum (1853-1928) and his wife Martha A. (1861-1928) 
Mary E. Wassum (1859-1906) 


#he only government marker indicating a soldier's grave is that of 
Sam Maxwell, PFC, 53rd Field Artillery, 18th Division, World War I, 


A number of gravestenes in the Rhea cemetery bear the verses that 
were in common tombstone use in the 70's and EOhs A child's grave. 
has this verse: ae 

Sleep on, sweet Babe and take thy rest; 
Ged called thee home; he thought it best, 


Another is the tombstone of "Oliver G., beloved husband of D. H. 
Stephens, 1853-1891): 
Farwéll, my wife and children all; 
From you, 2 father Christ doth call. 


Among the family names represented in the cemetery at Rhea's, be- 
sides those already mentioned, are the following: 


Brooks Frazier Maxwell Price 
Carter Hashman Miller Vaughn 
Crawford Houck Morris West 
Cox Lafferty Parker Whitmire 
Franks Markham Pasley Wolfe 


Natives told us of another graveyard at Rhea!s -- one that was not 
"kept up". Investigation revealed a burial ground just across the road 
from the attractive and well-kept Rhea cemetery. There have been ne 
burials in the old graveyard for 60 years, and in that time a dense 
tangle of trees, bushes and vines has grown up on the site, I was able 
to read these names on old tombstones: 


Robert Powell, died 1873 

John R. Daniel (1829-1883 ) 

Mary, wife ef Jn. M. Cox (1832-1882) 
Nancy A., wife of I. M. Dickson (1846-1886) 
Several stones bearing the name Mateer 


I gave up the effort to penetrate farther, but in the brush I saw 
what looked like an elaborately-carved gravestone of the early 1860's. 
I forced my way through the brush and came face to face with the name 
eof Fayetteville's first mayor (1841) — P. V. Rhea (1803-1864). 


Historical Briefs 


In 1879-1880 the public school at Cincinnati was taught by Miss 
Lucy Moore and Hno, Mitchell, Commencement exercises were the first 
week of January. Jeff Fuller and Mames Bates delivered orations. 

—WCHS-~ 

Mr.Robert R, Logan is gathering information about the early families 
who settled just north of Fayetteville, centering around Gehring's 
Chapel. He is particularly interested in the descendants of Mrs, James 
Gordon (1788-1833). The list would include these family names among 
others: Skelton, Jackson, Appleby, Cardwell, Crouch, Sublett, Day, 
Davenport, Stanfield, Banks. Anyone having information about any of 
these families before the Civil War is asked to call Mr,Logan, 

--WCHS-- 

Announcement of our annual historical essay contest ( $45 in cash 
prizes, plus Certificates of Award) has been sent to all schools in 
the county, Anyone wanting a copy of the contest rules should write to 
Miss Mary Droke, chairman, 20 E.Dickson st., Fayetteville. 


ad. 
SON'S CHAPEL 


The Son's Chapel cemetery, crowning a hill on Highway 45 some five 
miles east of Fayetteville and just across the road from the handsome 
stone church that replaced the earlier "chapel", is one of Washington 
County!s most beautiful cities of the dead, It is neatly laid out, has 
a wonderful carpet of lawn, and is kept immaculate, There is a lovely 
view of White River Valley to the east, 


It is a large cemetery and probably contains more ante-bellum graves 
(1850's) than most other Washington County burial grounds. Here sleep 
several hundred pioneers who came to the fertile White River country 
shortly after statehood, It is quite common to find several genera- 
tions of the same family on adjoining lots, 


The descendants, into whose hands the upkeep of this historie grave- 
yard was given, have preserved most of the unusual gravestones of the 
early days, It is probable that a professional monument maker lived in 
the Son's Chapel community, for the ornamental design and the well- 
lettered and deep-cut inscriptions of the sandstone markers of the 
1850's and 1860's are superior to those found in most other Washington 
County graveyards, 


Some families had their own tombstone design. Thus, the Hensons used 
a 4—foot sandstone column with massive top and base, There are eight 
of these ina row, of unfform size anddesign, The Vernons used a 
4—foot pyramidal gravestone. Burial vaults are not common at Son's 
Chapel, although there are a few, Two small vaults house the children 
of the "Jack" family, and there is a vault covered with a large sand-= 
stone slab that bears the inscription "In memory of Marta Gist." 


Most of the pioneers buried at Son's Chapel were born after 1800, 
although it is possible that the many field-stones mark the graves of 
some who were born in colonial times, The oldest that we have been 
able to discover is Sarah, wife of John Arnold, who was born in 1790, 


The Henson family, still active in the community life of Son'sChapel, 
is represented in the old burial ground by William Henson (1818-1884) 
and his wife Nancy (1828-1884); by Thomas A. Henson (1832-1885) and 
his wife Sarah C. (1839-1927), and by these children of Thomas and 
Sarah Henson: Infant (1863), Ezekiel (1863), Elizabeth u. ( 1869 ), 
Eddy A. (1872) and Serena C. (1878). Also on this lot is the grave of 
Louiza M. Henson (1831-1857). 


Founders of the Vernon clan buried here are P. H. Vernon (1820+1867) 
and his wife L.A. (1827-1891). On the Vernon lot is also the grave of 
W. L. Vernon, age 29 years, "who was killed 18th November 1866". 


Among the many pioneer names represented in the cemetery at Son's 
Chapel, the following are of interest: 
Preston J. Lea (1814-1889) and his wife Mary H. (1818-1891) 
John C. Neil (1800-1862) 
Andrew McDonough (1818-1866) and his son E.M.McDonough, Corporal in 
the lst Arkansas Cavalry, who was "killed" in 1865. 
John Knudson, "born in Denmark" (1802-1872) and Cynthia Knudson 


liza Bmith (1816-1860) | 

John H. Payne (1809-1884) and his wife M.A. (1817-1876) 
Chesley Stambaugh (1819-1876) and his wife Mary (1825-1892) 
William Edwards (1812-188) 

Jesse W. Harmon (1821-1882) 

James A. Watson (1821-1899) and his wife Jane C. (1824-1897) 
J. B. Gnith (1818-1880) 

Lucinda, wife of Joel Wilson (1814-1904) 

A. J. Hale (1823-1892) 

William Sowden (1806-1880) 

Thomas Brixey (1822-1862) and his wife Isabel (?) (1832-1871) 
I. M. Lewis (1828-1878) 

Penelope, wife of J. W. Ellis (1829-1868) 

B. M. Cunningham (1832-1870) 

Anthony Cihllender (1829-1853) 

P. A. Johnson (1829-1900) and his wife Elizabeth (1839-1914) 
William Irvin (1830-1913) 

William L. Payne (1837-1921) and his wife Sirena (1838-1919) 
William J., husband of Sarrah E£. Benton (1835-1880) 


The Broeks family let contains the graves of Matilda Brooks (1814- 
1880), G. W. Brooks (1856-1933) and his wife Martha F. (1859-1927). 


There are many members of the Couch family buried at Son's Chapel, 
including C. C, Kit Couch (1836-1928) and his wife Amelia Ann (1844- 
1917); Z. T. Couch (1847-1913) and S. J. Couch (1850-1914); Henry 5. 
Couch (1851-1932); Lucy H.Couch (1865-1940); Emily E.Couch (1861-1897). 


Continuing the list of the pioneers buried at Son's Chapel: 
A. B, Miller (1827-1895) and his wife Mary (1841-1912) 
Samuel S. McCampbell (1830-1891) and his wife Amanda Lea (1844-1906) 
Luke L. Kantz (1845-1929) and his wife Martha J. (1846-1887) 
Francis Marion Boyd (1840-1907) and his wife Aramintie (1835-1888). 
Also on this lot, Anna Tillman Boyd (1869-1939) 
Mary Rice (1827-1892) 
M. R. Poisal (1837-1893) and his wife Kate (1838-1916) 
W. D. Tuck (1848-1917) and his wife Nancy (1846-1918) 
Quincy M. Black (1849-1927) and his wife Dicy Ann (1845-1889) 
James Brandon (1843-1863) and John Brandon (1848-1878) 
Mary, wife of Hiram Walker (1842-1875) 
J. A. Cravens (1856-1912) and his wife Alice (1857-1918) 
Enos B. Ragsdale (1858-1935) and his wife Tennessee (1862-1909) 
George T. Searcy (1863-1929) 


Among the soldiers buried at Son's Chapel who can be identified by 
official markers are: 
John H. Jenkins (1833-1907), Co.A, 12th Kentucky Cavalry, Civil War 
Oliver W. Stuart (1890-1918), Private at Camp Lee, Va., World War I 
Leonard James Searcy, Private, World War I 
Johnny B. Kelley, 305th Medical Battalion, World War II 


At the far eastern edge of the Son's Chapel Cemetery is a bronze 
grave marker inscribed, "Susan Walker Shelton, 1868-1941", and beside 
her grave a modest memorial to her son, the first Washington County 
soldier killed in World War I, A stone pillar bears a bronze plate 
that says: "In memory of Martin Lynn Shelton in Flanders Fields". 


Among the many family names found in Son's Chapel cemetery, in addi- 
tion to those already mentioned, are the following: 


Adair Farish Xeener Payne 
Allison Fugate Kitchell Phillips 
Ambrose Gee Lamons Powell 
Anderson Gildersleeve Lewis Rader 
Anneler Gallaher Lower Reynolds 
Banister Gulley Luckey Riggins 
Bayles Hall Manly Ritter 
Blackwell Harris Mayes Roberts 
Blood Hartley Mhoon Rose 
Brown Havner Mitohell Sartin 
Carr Henry Monroe Sherrill 
Carroll Holmes Montgomery Swigert 
Carson Horne Moore Tinker 
Cornelison Jenkins Moyers Upton 
Elkins Johnson Nelson Ware 
Klliott Keck Pardue 
te 
SLAUGHTER 


This little cemetery on the Habberton road just off Highway 45, six 
miles east of Fayetteville, contains the graves of several generations 
of Slaughters, beginning with R. M, Slaughter (1788-1884) and his wife 
Sarah (1793-1885). Born in colonial days, this remarkable eouple 
reached the age of 90 together, the patriarch dying at 96 and his wife 
a year later at 92, 


Other members of the Slaughter family who sleep in the old eemetery 
include: 
O.D.Slaughter (1828-1907) and L.A.Slaughter (1828-1908) 
Haywood Slaughter (1854-1938) and his wife Elizabeth (1865-1945) 


There are a number of Stones buried here, including: 

Lucinda E, Stone (1824-1905) 

Thomas Stone (1868-1916) 

William E, Stone (1886-1918), a Private in Co. M, 363rd Infantry in 
World War I 

W. C. Stone (1847-1898) and his wife Nancy C. (1850-1895) 

A. J. Stone (1861-1918) and his wife Rowelia E. (1860-1934) 

Henry N. Stone (1877-1936) 


Other names represented in this interesting churchyard are: 
Joseph Longmire (1829-1913) and his wife Jane (1825-1899) 
W. R. Joyce (1834-1889) and his wife Emaline (1838-1909) 
William L. Wilson (1862-1952) and his wife Lizzie H. (1873-1951) 
S. P. Stamphill (1867-1944) and his wife M.P. (1870-1930) 
F, Marion Stobaugh (1858-?) and his wife Lillie B. (1872-1947) 
Delia, wife of Thomas Bryan (1867-1900) 
Ernest D., son of Dr, P.A. and E.R.Johnson (1875-1887) 
John Porter (1881-1951) and his wife Eda May (1887-1920) 


=r 
LINCOLN 


The Lincoln city cemetery is not as old as the many country graveyards 


in the area surrounding Lincoln, 


There are, however, may rough field- 


stone markers, without inscription, which ante-date the modern marble 

and granite monuments, The interesting thing about the Lincoln cemetery 
is that it contains many names that were prominent in the early history 
of Washington County — names like Beaty, Starr, West, Rhea and others. 


Among the Starrs buried in the Lincoln cemetery are the following: 
James Starr (1814-1901) and his wife Belinda (1818-1891) 
John Starr (1841-1918) and his wife Margret (1857-1916) 
We M. Starr (1848-1919) and his wife Martha C. (1845-1901) 
Sam Starr (1876-1946) 


Among the pioneer citizens are the following: 


Charles: E, Lyon (1819-1914) and his wife ksther (1836-1922) 
E.E.W. Fulgham (1823-1890) and his wife Mary L. (1826-1888) 
Andrew J. Beaty (1836-1906) and his wife Martha #. (1843-1909) 
Joseph L. Carter (1836-1917) and his wife Jane G. (1839-1912) 
Willis D. Martin (1837-1893) and his wife Rebecca J. (1843-1924) 
John G. Rhea (1838-1916) and his wife Cornelia (1847-1929) 
Joseph Eby (1839-1916) and his wife Miriam (1840-1917) 

M. B. West (1846-1936) and his wife Virginia A. (1849-1935) 
Alexander Davis (1824-1901) and his wife Deborah (1829-1912) 


A large vault contains the remains of Joe G. Bennett (1841-1930) and 
of Mrs.S.A.Bennett (1839-1915). There are two Yeager lots in the Lincoln 
cemetery, each of which contains a number of very old field-stone markers, 
Later Yeager burials are those of Elias F. Yeager (1859-1911) and kedmon 
Yeager (1865-1942). 


Among the soldiers buried in the Lincoln cemetery are: 


Civil War - John S. Seeds, Co,#, 2nd Illinois Cavalry 


world War I = Pvt. John H. Sullivan, 356th Infantry, 89th Division 
World War II = Pvt 1/c Willie Hartzog, 2nd Battalion, U.S.Guards 


Among the family names (some early, some more recent) in the Lincoln 
cemetery are the following: 


Adams 
Armstrong 
Asher 
Bain 
Bliss 
Bowen 
Brown 
Butler 
Burgess 
Bullington 
Brewster 
Cox 
Copeland 
Gooper 
Cummins 


Chamberlain 
Coffin 
Dixon 

Day 

Davis 
Derryberry 


Graves 
Glidewell 
golder 
Haney 


Harris 
Holt 
Hargrove 
Hosmun 
James 
Jennings 
Johnson 
King 
McClure 
Murry 
Moore 
Miller 
Mitchell 
Norwood 
Patterson 
Phillips 


Pitts 
Pridemore 
Plumlee 
Rauch 
Rickey 
Rodgers 
Rich 
Robinson 
Rushing 
Snodgrass 
Southerland 
Stevens 
Thomas 
Weaver 
Villiamson 
Young 


6. 
DUTCH MILLS 


The cemetery at Dutch Mills is on a hilltop behind the white Baptist 
church, just inside the cemetery gate is a low granite marker that 
bears this inscription: "Dutch Mills Cemetery. Given by Lewis Weber 
1932 for public burying gwound. Known as John N. Weber plot since 
1860. First grave. during Civil War." 


Dutch Mills was founded about 1852 by a German colony headed by the 
Hermann brothers and was originally called Hermannsburg. There were 
earlier settlers along the state line inthe Dutch Mills area, Although 
slave owners, The Germans were Union sympathizers and left the county 
when war came, There are no German names in the cemetery. Most of the 
dead in the Dutch Mills graveyard are the settlers who came after the 
War or are pioneers who lived in the surrounding area, The earliest 
birth date is 1805 and the oldest burial date 1874. 


One of the interesting tombstones is that of Prof. M.L.Lawrence, 
born Catskill, N.Y., 1837; died Dutch Mills, Ark,, 1914 -- "A leading 
educator, A member of NY Infantry." It is probable that Lawrence came 
as a Union soldier and stayed after the War as a school teacher. 


Among the older settlers buried at Dutch Mills are: 
Thomas Kimbrough (1805-1886) and his wife Elizabeth (1810-1874) 
John Grisham (1813-1887) and his wife Mary (1813-1873) 
Benjamin B. Harrison (1812-1897) and his wife Elizabeth (1820-1906) 
M. L. Goddard (1823-1900) and his wife Margaret (1834-1924) 
Sarah, wife of James Gibson (1826-1901) 
W. R. Whitaker (1824-1907) and his wife Jane Elizabeth (1830-1897) 
Nancy Galloway (1828-1902) 
John S. Wilson (1825-1907) 
Timothy McCarthy (1830-1886) and wife, Sarah Phidelia (1835-1918) 
A. J. Hodges (1833-1910) and his wife Mary M. (1843-1924) 
J. RK. Roberson (1834-1908) 
R. S. Seay (1829-1906) and his wife Jennie (1840-1908) 
James H. Farthing (1836-190¢) and L. E. Farthing (1839-1909) 
S. M. Waeaster (1838-1912) 
T. M. Gibney (1840-1887) 
Almonzine, wife of H. C. Jones (1844-1883) 
Volentine S, English (1846-1904) and wife Eunice E. (1848-1921), The 
English lot, with a number of handsome monuments, also contains the 
graves of Sarah C. English (1850-191@) and of Dove Beaty, wife of 
J. A. English (1878-1933) 


The Sparks family lot contains the graves of: 
Samuel L. Sparks (1843-1928) and his wife Sarah L. (1845-1926) 
' Melvin R. Sparks (1875-1943) and his wife Ona (1874-1943) 
William R. Sparks (1867-1948) and his wife Mary A. (1872-1950) 


Other early burials include: : 
James B. Patterson (1851-1912) and his wife Magie H. (1852-7) 
B. Whillock (1848-1916) and his wife Orlena (1856-7) 
James W. Whitaker (1852-1924) and his wife Susie (1854-1925) 
Felix G. Kimbrough (1842-1925) and his wife Henrietta (1854-1896) 
L. M. Hickman (1854-1897) and E. P. Hickman (1857-1897) 


J. E. Sparks (1857-1934) 
Mary C. McGlumphy (1853-1926) 
J. M. Davis (1859-1939) and his wife Eliza (1862-1935) 


The Hilton family plot has bronze headstones marking the graves of: 
Lafayette F. Hilton (1859-1931) 
Josephine B. Hilton (1857-1934) 
W. L. T. Hilton (1863-1932) 
Geneva Hilton Smith (1892-1915) 


Later burials include: 
T. A. McCarthy (1861-1923 ) 
Rev. John W. Whiteley (1869-1939) and wife Talitha E. (1869-1945) 
Hiram T+ Sparks (1872-1944) 
Thomas Nathan English (1874-1942) and wife Dona (1879-1908) 


Soldiers buried in the Dutch Mills cemetery whose graves have mili- 
tary markers inelude:; 
Cpl. William H. Harrison, Co,K, 23rd Missouri Infantry, Civil War 
Pvt. Raymond HE. Clark, 5th Infantry, World War II 
F3/c Roy Broom, U.S.Navy, World War I 


Other family names found in the Dutch Mills cemeteryinclude: 


Ables Eversoll Johnson Swain 

Bailey Faddis Keck Tilden 

Benson Freeman Leach Tuell 

Brown Hammersley Luginbuel Watson 

Rastep Hancock Rutherford Williams 
Holland Shields 


Survey Lists 56 Historical Markers in County 


There are 56 historical monuments and markers in Washington (bunty, 
according to a survey just completed by the Washington County Histori- 
cal Society, The complete list of markers will be published inan early 
issue of FLASHBACK. The survey revealed that many important historic 
sites are unmarked, Among the unmarked spots are: 
the P.R.Green home, Federal headquarters during battle of Fayetteville 
the Stone house on West Center street 
the site of the McIlroy home on the University campus 
location of first courthouse, now the postoffice square 
site of VanHorne!s Female Academy, where the Baptist Church now stands 
Primitive Baptist Church in Springdale 
Site of Male and Female Academy in Elm Springs 
Thornsberry and other old Camp Grounds 
the old store and lodge hall at Maguiretown 
Evansville, first settledment in Washington County 
old mill sites in fyarious localities, Although the pioneers could 
hardly have existed without mills, not a single mill site in 
our county is marked, 

old cemeteries, church and school sites, extincd postoffices, etc., at 
Goshen, Friendship, Johnson, Son's Chapel, Baptist Ford, Morrow, 
Clyde, Cane Hill, West Fork and elsewhere, | 


om 
CINCINNATI 


One of our county's historic burial grounds is the old cemetery on 
Highway 59 just south of Cincinnati. It is a large cemetery as country 
churchyards go -— for Cincinnati (earlier Sylva) was a prosperous com- 
munity long before the Civil War. Much of its trade in the 1840's and 
1850's was with the Indians across the state line four miles west, but 
Cincinnati also supplied much of western Washington County with mer- 
chandise and manufactured goods, 


There are a number of persons buried at Cincinnati who were contem- 
poraries of George Washington and the birth of the Nation; for example, 
Thomas B. Ballard (1772-1854) and his wife Martha L. (1783-1872). 


There are numerous field—stone markers in the Cincinnati cemetery 
whose inscriptions can no longer be deciphered, But there are also many 
pre-Civil War markers that are beautifully designed and legibly cut. 


In the Marquess family plot rest a number of Washington County 
pioneers, among them: 
Thomas Marquess, "Our Father" (dates illegible) 
Sara J. Marquess (1810-1860) 
B, W. Marquess (1828-1888) 
T. R. Marquess (1832-1913) 
James H. Marquess (1834-1913), This marker bears the unusucal inscrip= 
tion, "The Blind See", 
Francis M. Marquess (1843-1873) 
George W. Marquess (1846-1923) 
There are many later members of this family buried here. Descendants 
still live in the Cincinnati community, 


Among the pioneer buried at Cincinnati are the following: 
James Moore (1797-1862) and his wife Jane (1803-1876) 
Charles J. Severs (1811-1888) and his wife Basinia T. (1811-1881) 
W. C. Poston (1816-1857), (a beautifully engraved stone) 
W. P. Barclay (1819-1891) and his wife R. L. (1825-1898) 
J. B. McAfee (1815-1888) and his wife Nancy (1824-1896) 
D. B. Mason (1820-1907) and his wife Eva (1824-1907) 
Wife of J. R. Davis, born 1810, died 1896 


The older section of the Cincinnati graveyard is most attractive, 
The Parks lot, containing the remains of Walter D. Parks (1803-1850) 
and Mary Parks (1809~1889), and the Cunningham lot, containing David 
Cunningham (1774-1852) and his "consort" Priscilla (1777-1853), are 
outstanding examples, The Parks monument is a superbe example of the 
craftsmanship of ante-bellum monument makers, 


Other Washington County pioneers buried at Cincinnati include: 
William Pitts (1829-1898) and his wife Matildia A. (1832-1888) 
L. C. Whitten (1820-1895) 
Robert Mahan (1823-1892) 
Clement G, Clayton (1830-1921) and his wife Jerush J. (1836-1910) 
J. F. Bates (1831-1918) and his wife Margaret J. (1836-1888) 
Hagerman Shields (1826-1890) and his wife Mary L. (1839-1924) 
Alexander Davidson (1830-1880) and his wife Algrenia (1832-188h) 
Samuel A. Gray (1826~1898) and his wife Sarah Ann Rhea (1834-1904) 
Robert A. Meadearis (1840-1912) and his wife Amanda (1842-1925) 
Adam J. Mensch (1843-1907) and his wife Mary E. (1847-1925) 
Thomas Phelan (1830-1905) and his wife Emily Barnes (1841-1916) 


Among the many attractive family plots in the Cincinnati cemetery is 
the Spence-Oates lot, enclosed by an ornamental iron fence.It contains 
the graves of James Oates (1836-1909) and his wife Jennie (1846-1909), 
and of Ellen E. Severs, "wife of James Oates" (1847-1867), as well as 
the graves of Samuel W. Spence (1848-1900) and his wife, Cordelia A. 
(1850-1903). 


The Thomason famkly, which is still prominent in the affairs of that 
section, has five generations buried in the Cincinnati graveyard, head- 
ed by the first-comer, Dante Thomason (1805-1839). Other early burials 
in this family are Z. M. Thomason (1828-1903), Tiff W. Thomason (1834- 
1910) and his wife Mary (1839-1925), Dan Thomason (1843-1909) and 
ae (1850-1920), Elizabeth Thomason (1853) and Tilford D. Thomason 

1859). 


There is an old burial vault, whose inscription can no longer be de- 
ciphered, There are also six very interesting old headstones on the 
Lively family lot. 


Pioneers of this area who are buried here include; 
Columbus Seay (1833-1917) and his wife Sarah (1841-1932) 
James Smith (1839-1925) and his wife Jane (1847-1928) 
Henry Fusselman (1841-1911) and his wife Evanna (1839-1911) 
Isaac A. Murphy (1847-1908) and his wife Lizzie (1837-1929) 
Horatio D. Justin (1848-1935) and his wife Ellen M. (1853-1935) 
Elihu Coffman (1842-1913) and his wife Rebecca A. (1844-1934) 
W. J. Christian (1840-1928) and his wife E.A. (1845-1893) 
America L, Late (1848-1941) 
J. W. Webster (1847-1916) and his wife (1861-1950) 
Marion J. Powers (1854-1929) and his wife Laura Melvinia (1858-1940) 


There are many Thurmans buried in the Cincinnati cemetery, among 
them Brooks Thurman (1862-1935) and his wife Laura (1871-1942). 


Among the interesting tombstones is that of Parris I. Green (1809-1883 ) 
which bears this couplet: 
A loving husband and father dear, 
A faithful friend lies buried here, 


Another unusual marker reads: "Lewis, son of Jeremiah and Eunice 
Barnes, Died by the hand of an assassin Jan, 26, 1871, Aged 22 years." 


A double tombstone marks the graves of a young couple who died within 
three days of each other: 

"Charles D. Gnith, husband of Atlanta Gnith, 1855 -— Dec,13, 1884 

"Atlanta Gnith, wife of Charles D. Smith, 1858 - Dec. 10, 1884, 

"Both gone home together and now with Jesus rest, 

"But with us their presence now is greatly missed." 


The Cincinnati cemetery is the last resting place of several Civil 
War soldiers, one of whom has an official marker reading: "John A. 
Hambleton, Co.E, 16th Missouri Cavalry". World War I soldiers who have 
government markers are: Cpl. Frank D. Palmer, llth Co., Coast Artillery, 
and Sgt, Odle P. Hutchings, QM Corps. 


It is £mpossible to list the hundreds of family names represented in 
the Cincinnati cemetery, Some not listed above are: 


Barnett Coglizer Hill Reed 
Barton Craig Holt Roberson 
Biby Dearing Jackson Roy 
Boles Denney Johnson Schweitzer 
Bond Klswick Jones Stanley 
Bridgmon Frazier Langworthy Tunnell 
Butts Galbraith Late Vredenburg 
Campbell Gilbreath May Wagnon 
Cathcart Gibson Muth Watts 
Chapman Biles Mason Wilson 
Cherry Guinn Moore Wortham 
Clark Harp Balmer Wright 
Clyne Haws Preston 
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CATHOLIC CEMETERY 


This little Catholic cemetery on Highway 45, four miles east of Fay- 
etteville, is said to have been in use as a burying ground before the 
Civil War, and the number of field-stone markers without inscription 
seems to bear this out, The [Irish who settled in the White River 
valley had some sort of a log church at this location in early days 
and the cemetery probably grew up around the church. 


The Hennessy family was of considerable prominence, The family plot 
contains the graves of Patrick Hennessy, born in County Cork, Ireland, 
1818, died 1906; and of his wife Mary (1828-1910). Beside them are the 
graves of two sons: Bartholomew (1855-1887) and George (1863-1878). 
There is also the grave of "John, husband of Lillian Hennessy" (1842- 
1912), and of Margaret T. Hennessy (1874-1940). 


Other well-known names of this early Catholic settlement are: 
Arthur J. Boyle (1838-1930) 
William Flynn (1844-1920) and his wife Alice Ann (1862-1943) 
Barney Jr., son of B & H Quinn (1856-1888) 
Mary, Daughter of B & H Quinn (1868-1889) 
James C. Samuel (1852-1912) and his wife Susan M. (1860-1927) 


Single gravestones bearing birth dates of over a century ago include: 
Telac (?) Evans (1829-1882) 
Charley Carney, Wborn in Ireland, aged 35 years" 
L. E. Trahin (1833-1908) 


Later names and dates include: 
Eugene Duchesne (1870-1919) 
Joseph A, Metrailer (1881-1950) and his wife Emily S. (1880-1950) — 
"born in Switzerland," 
Florida LaBrie Rogers (1882-1938) 
Angelina LaBrie Bouthot (1895-1952) 


A beautiful red granite monument bears the inscription: "Our beloved 
pastor, Father Charles A. McCauley, 1904-1946". A 10-foot stone cross 
stands in the middle of the cemetery, There are many unmarked graves. 


"Historic Washington County" Booklet Out Soon 


The booklet, "Historic Washington County", which is to be published 
by the Washington County Historical Society, is ready for the printer. 
November 15 has been set as the publication date, which will make the 
booklet available for use as Christmas greetings, The 24-page booklet 
will contain picture and description of such Washington County histor- 
ic spots as the following: 

the Primitive Baptist Church at Springdale 

the old mill at Rhea's Mill 

the battlefield at Prairie Grove 

the old store and lodge hall at Maguiretown 

the mill wheel and historical marker at Cane Hill 
the old stone school building at Evansville 

the springs that gave Elm Springs its name 

the churchyards at Mt.Comfort and Cincinnati 

the D.A.R. memorial bench at Cato Springs 


Fayetteville will be represented in the booklet by pictures of the 
@nfederate and National cemeteries, the old Masonic Lodge Hall, and 
the University's "Old Main" and Senior Walk, 


The "Historic Washington County" booklet will sell for 50 cents, All 
profits will go to the Washington County Historical Society. 


News Notes 


The recent dedication of Springdale's new community hospital empha- 
sizes the need of remembering and recording the story of our county's 
hospitals. Fayetteville City Hospital, oldest in the county, has a 
bronze plaque at the right of the entrance, commemorating Dr.W.B.Welch 
who was responsible for the hospital's beginning. In the lobby of City 
Hospital is a plaque commeorating Mr. and Mrs. Stephen K, Stone, who 
gave the site. If information isn't recorded, it may be forgotten, 

Lu 

Speaking of markers, the plaque in the lobby of Fayetteville's new 
high school building, which gives the names of the superintendent, 
school directors, architect, etc., is made of polished aluminum in- 
stead of the old-time bronze. It is a beautiful thing. 

-O0- 

"The Fayetteville Angels -—— A History of the Arkansas-Missouri Base- 
ball League" will be published December 1. Written by W.J.Lemke, it 
tells the story of the Ozarks! venture in professional baseball, The 
Arkansas—Missouri is said to have been the smallest league that ever 
functioned in organized baseball, The 48-page booklet will give the 
facts about each of the seven years that the league was in existence. 

ei nye 

Hardly a week passes that some old-timer doesn't offer our Society 
valuable historical material, We just do not have a place to keep and 
display the larger pieces, We do accept letters, documents, scrapbooks 
and newspapers, which can eas&ly be kept in a steel file. Anyone hav— 
ing material which he thinks ought to be preserved by our Society, 
should call the secretary, Tom Feathers, at 2186. 

—O- 

The next issue of FLASHBACK (December 1) will be a special number in 
observance of the 90th anniversary of the Battle of Prairie Grove, Be- 
sides the material available in histories, we plan to print contemporary 
newspaper accounts and letters describing the battle, 


